® Office of the Attorney General
State of Texasg
DAN MORALES

ATTORNEY GENERAL

April 17, 1998

Captain Robert Taylor
Amarillo Police Department
200 S.E. Third Avenue
Amarillo, Texas 79101-1514
OR98-0980

Dear Captain Taylor:

You ask whether certain information is subject to required public disclosure under
the Texas Open Records Act, chapter 552 of the Government Code. Your request was
assigned ID# 115091.

The Amarillo Police Department (the “department”) received an open records request
. for a particular police incident report. You contend that because the individual who was
arrested in connection with this offense was a juvenile at the time of his arrest, the requested
information is confidential under section 58.007 of the Family Code and thus must be
withheld from the public pursuant to section 552.101 of the Government Code.!

Prior to its repeal by the Seventy-fourth Legislature, section 51.14(d) of the Family
Code provided for the confidentiality of juvenile law enforcement records, and law-
enforcement records pertaining to conduct occurring before January 1, 1996, are governed
by the former section 51.14(d), which was continued in effect for that purpose. This office
has concluded, however, that section 58.007 of the Family Code, as enacted by the Seventy-
fourth Legislature, did not make confidential juvenile law enforcement records relating to
conduct that occurred on or afier January 1, 1996. Open Records Decision No. 644 (1996).
Although the Seventh-fifth Legislature amended section 58.007 to once again make juvenile
law-enforcement records confidential, effective September 1, 1997, it chose not to make this
most recent amendment retroactive in application. Consequently, law-enforcement records
pertaining to juvenile conduct that occurred between January 1, 1996, and September 1,
1997, are not subject to the confidentiality provisions of either section 51.14(d) or section
58.007 of the Family Code.

. 'Section 552.101 of the Government Code protects “information considered to be confidential by law,
either constitutional, statutory, or by judicial decision.”
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Because the juvenile conduct at issue here occurred on January 24, 1997, we
conclude that the information at issue is not confidential under either section 51.14(d) or
section 58.007 of the Family Code. You have raised no other exceptions to required public
disclosure with regard to this information. Accordingly, the department must release the
mformation to the requestor in its entirety.

We are resolving this matter with an informal letter ruling rather than with a
published open records decision. This ruling is limited to the particular records at issue
under the facts presented to us in this request and should not be relied upon as a previous
determination regarding any other records. If you have questions about this ruling, please
contact our office.

Yours very truly,

zatx

June B. Harden
Assistant Attorney General
Open Records Division

JBH/RWP/glg
Ref:: ID# 115091
Enclosures: Submitted documents
cc: Mr. John Redding
200 Westgate Parkway, C-3

Amarillo, Texas 79121
(w/o enclosures)



